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EDUCATION

2014    PhD, Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven, CT 
2009
MPhil, Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven, CT
2004
BA, Anthropology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
RESEARCH AND TEACHING APPOINTMENTS
2023 – pres. 
Fellow, American Council of Learned Societies

2022 – pres.
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Native American Graves and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA) Program Office, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2021 – 2022
Instructor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Western Illinois University

2020 – 2021
Project Director, Statistical Research, Inc., Redlands, CA

2018 – 2020
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Skidmore College
2017 – 2018
Lecturer of Anthropology, Department of Anthropology and Museum Studies, Central Washington University
2016 – 2017    Fellow, Pre-Columbian Studies, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and 



Collection, Washington, D.C.
2015 – 2016 
Adjunct Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Saint Louis 


University


2015 – 2016
Adjunct Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Missouri –        


St. Louis
2015 ​– 2016
Adjunct Professor, Department of Anthropology and Sociology, Webster 


University
MUSEUM APPOINTMENTS

2022 – pres.
Key Collaborator, Andean Exhibit Reinstallation, Krannert Art Museum, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

2007 – 2014
Research Assistant, Hiram Bingham Machu Picchu Collection, Yale University

2004 – 2005
Research Assistant, University Museum, Southern Illinois University – Edwardsville.
AFILLIATIONS

2022 – Pres.
Research Associate, Department of Anthropology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

2020 – 2021
Research Associate, Department of Anthropology, Skidmore College

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Theoretical: Complex societies; interregional interaction; ritual and religion; environmental archaeology; tropical forest archaeology; urbanism; ceramic analysis; lithic analysis; GIS; tropical forest archaeology and ethnography; museum anthropology, curation and collections management, cultural restitution
Regional: South America especially Peru; the Andes and Amazonia; Chavín culture; Inca
EXTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS AND AWARDS 
2023

Postdoctoral Fellowship, American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS)
2022​–2023
Collections Study Grant, American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), New York, NY ($950)
2016–2017
Fellowship, Precolumbian Studies, Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and 


Collection, Washington D.C.
2009

Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Award BCS-0951661 ($20,000).


National Science Foundation 
PEER-REVIEWED EDITED VOLUMES

2021
Clasby, Ryan and Jason Nesbitt (editors)


The Archaeology of the Upper Amazon: Complexity and Interaction in the Andean 
Tropical Forest. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS
2023
Clasby, Ryan

From Jaguars to Harpy Eagles: Re-evaluating the Chavín Phenomenon and its 
Relationship with the Tropical Forest. In Reconsidering the Chavín Phenomenon in 
the 21st Century (Dumbarton Oaks Pre-Columbian Symposia and Colloquia), edited by 
Richard L. Burger and Jason Nesbitt, pp. 173–205. Dumbarton Oaks Research Library 
and Collection, Washington D.C. 
2023
Clasby, Ryan
The Jaén Stone Bowl Tradition and Ceja de Selva Contributions to Early Andean Exchange Networks. Latin American Antiquity 34(1):116–136.
2021
Clasby, Ryan and Jason Nesbitt


Introduction: Changing Perspectives on the Archaeology of the Upper Amazon. In The 
Archaeology of the Upper Amazon: Complexity and Interaction in the Andean Tropical 
Forest, edited by Ryan Clasby and Jason Nesbitt, pp. 1–22. University Press of Florida, 
Gainesville.
2021
Clasby, Ryan

Continuity and Interregional Interaction Along the Eastern Edge of the Andes During the 
Early Intermediate Period. In The Archaeology of the Upper Amazon: Complexity and 
Interaction in the Andean Tropical Forest, edited by Ryan Clasby and Jason Nesbitt, pp. 
148–167. University Press of Florida, Gainesville.
2019
Clasby, Ryan
Diachronic Changes in Sociopolitical Developments and Interregional Interaction in the Early Horizon Eastern Montane Forest. In Perspectives on Early Andean Civilization in Peru: Interaction, Authority, and Socioeconomic Organization during the First and Second Millennia BC, edited by Richard L. Burger, Lucy C. Salazar, and Yuji Seki. Yale University Publications in Anthropology 94:149-171. Peabody Museum of Natural History and the Department of Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven.

NON PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
2021
Clasby, Ryan

On Shipibo-Conibo Ceramics of the Ucayali River, Peru. Explore Stories (online). The 
Francis Young Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery at Skidmore College 
(https://tang.skidmore.edu/collection/explore/264-ryan-clasby).
2018
Clasby, Ryan
Huayurco: Una Mirada al Pasado, Presente y Futuro del Sitio Arqueológico y su Relevancia en la Prehistoria de la Región de Jaén. In Jaén, Arqueologia y Turismo, edited by Quirino Olivera Nuñez, pp. 116–129. Yanapay Andina Consultores/Municipalidad Provincial de Jaén, Jaén, Peru.
2014
Clasby, Ryan

Early Ceremonial Architecture in the Ceja de Selva (800-100 B.C.): A Case Study from 
Huayurco, Jaén Region, Peru. In Antes de Orellana. Actas del 3er Encuentro 
Internacional de Arqueología Amazónica, edited by Stéphen Rostain, pp. 233–242. 
Instituto Francés de Estudios Andinos, Quito, Ecuador.
2013
Clasby, Ryan and Jorge Meneses Bartra


Nuevas Investigaciones en Huayurco: Resultados Iniciales de las Excavaciones de un 
Sitio de la Ceja de Selva de los Andes Peruanos. Arqueología y Sociedad 25: 303–326. 
Lima, Peru.
2013
Clasby, Ryan and Jorge Meneses Bartra


En la Encrucijada: Resultados Preliminares de la Excavación del Sitio de Huayurco, 
Confluencia de los Ríos Chinchipe y Tabaconas. Revista Facetas-Jaén 63:25–29. Jaén, 
Peru.
INVITED LECTURES
2022
Seeing the Forest but not the Trees? A Deep Time History of the Upper Amazon. Invited guest lecture presented to the History Department at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. (November 2).
2022
Upper Amazonian Archaeology and the Legacy of Donald Lathrap. Invited guest lecture to the East Central Illinois Archaeological Society, Champaign, Illinois (October 25).
2021
Interacción y la complejidad social en al alto amazonas: Una perspectiva desde Huayurco 
y la región de Jaén - Peru. Invited guest lecture presented to the Museo Nacional de 
Arqueología, Antropología e Historia del Perú, Lima Peru. Ciclo de Conferencias 
“¿Cómo? ¿Cuándo? ¿Por qué?” (November 24).

2016
“Bridging the Andes and the Amazon: A Look at Complex Cultural Developments in the Eastern Andean Montane Forest.” Invited guest lecture presented to the Cahokia Archaeological Society, Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site, Collinsville, IL. (January 21).
ORGANIZED SYMPOSIA

2018
Clasby, Ryan, Chair (with Co-Chair Warren Church). No Longer a Transitional Zone: 
Local Developments, Interaction, and Exchange in the Ceja de Selva. Invited symposium 
organized at the 83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, 
Washington DC.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
2024 
Clasby, Ryan. Real Roads and Imaginary Borders: Northern and Central Andean Interactions from 800 BC to AD 600. Paper presented at the 89th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, New Orleans.
2023
Hargrave, Eve, Krystiana L. Krupa, Aimée E. Carbaugh, and Ryan Clasby. Repatriating Cahokia: Pursuing Tribal Priorities within and Around NAGPRA. Poster presented at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Portland.

2022 
Clasby, Ryan. Reduciendo la Brecha Andino-Amazónica a través de un Enfoque Regional hacia Redes Interregionales. Paper presented at the V Encuentro Internacional de Arqueología Amazónica, Lima, Peru. (November 22–26).
2022
Clasby, Ryan and Atushi Yamamoto. El Horizonte Corrugado y Migraciones Pre-Colombinas tardías en el alto Amazonas. Paper presented at the V Encuentro Internacional de Arqueología Amazónica, Lima, Peru. (November 22–26).

2022
Clasby, Ryan, and Atsushi Yamamoto. Migration, Empire, and Cultural Disruption in the Ceja de Selva of Northern Peru. Paper presented at the 87th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Chicago.
2022
Yamamoto, Atsushi, and Ryan Clasby. Centering the Ceja de Selva: Reexamining the Idea of the Eastern Andes as a Cultural Frontier. Paper presented at the 87th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Chicago.
2018
Clasby, Ryan. From Jaguars to Harpy Eagles: Re-evaluating the Chavín Phenomenon and its Relationship with the Tropical Forest. Paper presented at the Dumbarton Oaks Pre-Columbian Studies Symposium (Reconsidering the Chavín Phenomenon in the 21st century) organized by Richard Burger and Jason Nesbitt at Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, Washington DC.
2018
Clasby, Ryan. Through the Forest: North-South Interregional and Intraregional Interaction along the Eastern Edge of the Andes during the Early Intermediate Period. Paper presented at the 83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Washington DC.
2017
Clasby, Ryan. Bridging the Andean-Amazonian Divide: Examining Sociopolitical Developments at the Eastern Edge of the Andes. Paper presented at the Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection: Fellow Research Report Series, Washington DC.
2016
Clasby, Ryan. Understanding the Ceja de Selva in Relationship to the Central Andean Coast and Highlands during the Early Horizon. Paper presented at the 81st Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Orlando.
2015
Clasby, Ryan. Arquitectura ceremonial del Horizonte Temprano en Huayurco en las laderas del noreste de los Andes peruanos. Simposio: Tradiciones tempranas de arquitectura públicas de los Andes Centrales. Paper presented at the 55th Congreso Internacional de Americanistas (ICA), San Salvador, El Salvador.

2013
Clasby, Ryan. Early Ceremonial Architecture in the Ceja de Selva (800–100 B.C.): A Case Study from Huayurco, Jaén Region, Peru. Paper presented at the 3rd International Congress of Amazonian Archaeology (EIAA), Quito, Ecuador.
2013
Clasby, Ryan. The Ceja de Selva Uncovered:  Exploring Long-Term Cultural Developments in the Jaén Region of the Northeastern Slopes of the Peruvian Andes. Paper presented at the 78th Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Honolulu.
2012
Clasby, Ryan. Connecting the Andes to the Amazon: Perspectives on Interregional Exchange and the Eastern Slopes during the Formative Period (Preliminary Investigation Results from the site of Huayurco). Paper presented at the 40th Annual Midwest Conference on Andean and Amazonian Archaeology and Ethnohistory, Chicago.
2011
Clasby, Ryan. Preliminary Excavation Results from Huayurco, a late Initial Period/Early Horizon Site in the Northeastern Slopes of the Peruvian Andes. Paper presented at the 30th Annual Northeast Conference on Andean Archaeology and Ethnohistory, Andover, MA.
2010    Clasby, Ryan. Huayurco and the Upper Amazon: Initial Excavation Results from a 
Prehistoric Eastern Andean Slope community. Paper presented at the II Encontro 
Internacional de Arqueologia 
Amazônica, Manaus, Brazil.
2009
Clasby, Ryan. Huayurco and Stone Bowl Production: Investigation into Interregional Interaction during the Initial Period and Early Horizon. Paper presented at the 49th Annual Meeting of the Institute of Andean Studies, Berkeley, CA.
COURSES TAUGHT: INSTRUCTOR OF RECORD
Western Illinois University (2021)

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (online asynchronous, x2)

Introduction to Physical Anthropology (online asynchronous, x1)

Introduction to Physical Anthropology (split in-person/synchronous online delivery)
Skidmore College (2018–2020)

Anthropology of the Human Past (x4)


Indigenous Peoples of South American Rainforests (x2)


Ritual, Ceremony, and Landscape in the Ancient World (x2)


Andean Archaeology and Ethnohistory


Applying Anthropology


Independent Study: Andean Archaeology
Central Washington University (2017–2018)

General Anthropology (x4)


Introduction to Archaeology (x2)


World Prehistory 
Saint Louis University (2015–2016)

Introduction to Anthropology (x3)
University of Missouri-St. Louis (2015–2016)

Artifacts, Anthropology, and Cultural Awareness

World Archaeology
Webster University (2015–2016)

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology


The Indigenous Peoples of the Central and South American Rainforests

SERVICE
Service to the Profession
2022
Grant Reviewer, National Science Foundation

2022
Peer Reviewer, Revista de Arqueología y Paleontología STRATA, Instituto Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural, Ecuador
2019
Peer Reviewer, Springer Press 
Department/University Service
2019 
Academic Advisor, Anthropology Department (x1 student), Skidmore College
2019 
Organizer, Round Table, Senior Reflection Experience, Anthropology, Skidmore College
2019
Organizer, Round Table, Study Abroad for Anthropology Majors, Skidmore College
LANGUAGES
English: Native
Spanish: Fluent (speaking, reading, and writing)
1

